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he had received from Count Minister, detailing the circumstances
of the purchase of the Suez Canal shares by H.M.G. and
describing the 'enthusiasm with which the measure had been
received by all parties, and which would, in his opinion, be
unanimously approved by Parliament/

Prince Bismarck paused at the word 'unanimous' and said that
the expression was strong, but he envied a government that could
look forward to unanimous approvals in Parliament.

Count Miinster then goes on to pass a high eulogium on Mr.
Disraeli as the greatest leader and parliamentary tactician in the
history of England, and prognosticates prolonged life to a govern-
ment whose far and clear-sighted policy has known when
and how to solve the Eastern Question as far as English interests
are concerned without bloodshed and through the timely exercise
of the arts of peace and of high statesmanship.

Prince Bismarck said that it was the privilege of friendly
Powers to lend each other their moral support in the attainment
of national interests, so long as these interests did not clash, but
in the present case the interests of England were the interests
of Germany.

He had on former occasions told me of the apprehensions he
entertained lest the interests of England and of Russia in the East
should lead to a conflict, and he more than once pointed out to
Prince Gorchakov and Count Shuvalov, but without producing
the impression he desired, how much that danger might be
diminished if the free passage to India through Egypt were
guaranteed to England, to which she had among all nations the
greatest claim and the clearest right.

He could not but hope that the security England would now
enjoy in regard to her communications with India would in
course of time deprive the inevitable extension of Russia in
Central Asia of much of its supposed importance and threatening
aspect in the eyes of Englishmen and would facilitate the estab-
lishment of those intimate and cordial relations between England
and Russia which were so essential to the maintenance of peace
and the interests of civilization. He therefore would give his
most hearty support to the policy H.M.G. had now inaugurated
by the purchase of the Khedive's shares in the Suez Canal.

I thanked Prince Bismarck for the friendly feelings he ex-
pressed towards England and H.M.G. which I said I would at
once communicate to Your Lordship, and in the course of the
conversation which ensued, I asked him his opinion on the
prospects of the Herzegovina insurrection.

Prince Bismarck replied that the Emperor had asked him the